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~ Threat to unit removed 

Demolishers moved in swiftly after_ a blaze in an old house in Mein Street 

threatened the Wellington Hospital Psychiatric Unit, seen here in the background. 

Major roadworks 
at MtCook 

Road reconstruction cost
ing an estimated $170,000 is 
underway in the Taranaki/ 
Wallace Street area of Mt 
Cook. 

Negotiations for the pro
ject, which is expected to be 
finished by the New Year, 
began 18 months ago when 
the City Council decided to 
upgrade the road and ease the 
corner slightly onto Well
ington High School land for 
better vision. 

The original proposal also 
included plans to close 
Hankey Street to through 
traffic, but this was opposed 
earlier in the year by local 
businesses concerned for 
their livelihood. 

While the fate of Hankey 
Street is still being decided 
however, relocation of new 
ducts and mains underneath 

by Edith Symes 

been completed. The council 
is at present working on kerb
ing and channelling. 

The work is being done 
outside peak traffic hours to 
minimise traffic problems. 

Project engineer Mr Mino 
Cleverley says work has been 
impeded at times by im
patient motorists disregar
ding road blocks, particularly 
at Bidwill Street. 

Other developments in the 
area include moving the exist
ing south bound bus stop in 
Wallace Street further south 
outside the Wellington Poly
technic, and building a bus 
bay. 

right, either into or out of the 
street and, if so, a traffic 
island will be built to indicate 
traffic flow. 

The road will be re
strengthened in places and 
the footpaths re-surfaced for 
better all round traffic and 
pedestrian access to the area. 
Sketch on page two. 
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There are also plans to 
build a three metre wide traf
fic island in the middle of the 
road at the Taranaki/ 
Wallace/Hankey Street inter
section for pedestrian safety. 

Hankey Street itself may be 
closed to all traffic turning • Parking options 

Hospital Board vlans 
The Wellington Hospital 

Board is to hold three meet
ings in October to discuss its 
strategic health plan and pub
lic submissions made about 
it. 

The meetings will be open 
to the public but will not 
allow speaking rights. 

That has ai:moyed Jackie 
Newton, member of the 
Southern Suburbs Communi
'ty Health group, and assoc
iate of the Coalition for 
public health services. 

Jackie Newton says the 
coalition is arranging meet
ings with local MPs to discuss 
the public's "grave 
concerns" about the board'·s 
proposals to close Porirua 
and Silverstream hospitals, 
and the Jack of an impartial 
analyst to assess public sub~ 
missions on the strategic 
plan. 

The board's planning de
partment is analysing the sub
missions. 

Jackie Newton says public 
pressure will make it difficult 
for the board to have the plan 
approved by the Health De
partment if it does not 
drastically alter its intentions. 

Board Chief Executive 
John Rennie says that the 
public received an adequate 
say in the plan through sub
missions. The deadline for 
those was extended by a 
week. 

He says the 210 submis
sions are about the number 
he expected. 

by Scott McOuade 

Although she admits the 
number of submissions is 
''encouraging,'' Jackie 
Newton wonders how many 
more would have been made 
if the board allowed more 
than the three months it did, 
and made an effort to ap
proach concerned or affected 
community groups. 

Concern 
The plan disc.isses closure 

of Silverstream hospital and 
"contracting out" 68 beds to 
other hospitals. 

Jackie Newton says the 
more than 100 submissions 
she has read express concern 
at the· standard of care con
tracting will entail, and she is 
worried that some hospitals 
may profit from the taxpayer 
under the contracting ar
rangement. 

Paraparaumu Hospital is 
also threatened with closure 
in the strategic plan when 
Kenepuru Hospital is upgrad
ed to a level two obstetric 
facility. 

Jackie Newton says strong 
opinions exist against this 
move as it will put pregnant 
women in a "high-tech" en
vironment outside their local 
area. 

Wellington Hom·e Birth 
Association anti-natal co
ordinator Gay Andrews 
agrees. 

She says the closure of 
Paraparaumu hospital in 
favour of Kenepuru will place 
strain on the families of 
women from that area who 

must travel to Porirua, and 
will isolate women whose 
families cannot manage the 
trip. 

Gay Andrews also says the 
possible increase of high tech
nology used by the hospital 
for child-birth will result in 
its increased use. 

She claims some health of
ficials admit the existence of 
"high-tech" equipment will 
encourage its use regardless 
of need. 

Most births do not need 
technological assistance as 
they are a natural function, 
she says. 

Jackie Newton too, ques
tions whether community 
care means the board will 
provide community facilities, 
or simply shift responsibility 
to families. 

Mr Rennie said analysis of 
the submission will be com
pleted by October and the 
board meetings will enable 
members to discuss the pro
posals and formulate the 
final shape of the plan before 
it is sent to the department 
for approval. 

If the plan is then approved 
it will be broken into relevant 
sections and sent to service 
development groups and 
health officials from the pub
lic and private sectors for 
final analysis and discussion. 

The board meeting will 
probably be held on October 
14, 16 and 18 at the board 
room in IDAPS House, 79 
Boulcott Street, he said. 

Buying or Selling a Piano? 

For technical and 
professional advice see 
Russ McKean or 
Barry Renner 

The Best In The Business 

Bosandorfar Austria 
Bachstain Garmany 
Schimmel Garmany 
Weimar UK 
Broadwood UK 
Chappell UK 
Danamann UK 
Hopkinson UK 
Kemble UK 
Rogers UK 
Bentley UK 
Yamaha Japan 
Niaar China 
Edelstein China 
Bluthar Garmany 
Lipp UK 
Brinsmaad UK 
Roland Japan 

And we can accommodate 200 more. Instant top 
prices given for all good used pianos. 

Our new pianos carry a minimum 5 year guarantee. 
Our second-hand pianos are all stripped,. checked and 
guaranteed. Free delivery anywhere in New Zealand. 

(Ample Parking at Rear of Building) 

94-96 Riddiford Street 
Phone 896-028 

Next Door Post Office 
Phone 897-011 



,----------~-----------, I Seepage problem I A philosophical view 

This grill in a wall out
sidl' the psychiatric ward · 
in Mein Street is allowing 
fluid to seep across the 
footpath and causing a 
dark brown stain. 

Polytech journalism 
student David Bradbury 
(pictured) said, however, 
the discharge doesn't 
smell. 

Hospital works depart
ment operations manager 
Eric Hailstone denies any 
connection with the 
energy centre. 

Although he does not 
yet know what the grill is 
for he suggests it may be a 
land drain to prevent 
water building up under a 
building. 

"We will have to have a 
look and see what's 

Newtown Residents' 
Association Chairman 
Noel Sulzberger says he is 
aware of the seepage and what," Mr Hailstone said. 
the association will be He suggested the some-
writing to the hospital for times oily appearance of 
an explanation. the liquid comin'g from the 

He suspects it has some- grill could be due to the 
thing to do with the cool- nearby car park, although 
ing system of the nearby he was keen to point out 
total energy centre. that does not mean the 

• 

Red and imposing, the 
Society For Practical 
Philosophy building in Aro 
Street gives nothing away. 

But Society principal 
Wayne Jackson has plans for 
the society. 

"We hope to upgrade the 
building and paint it and im- · 
prove the grounds . . . after 
all if we couldn't maintain 
our own buildings we could 
hardly call our philosophy 
practical." 

The society is incor
porated, holds an, annual 
general meting and has a 
committee who appoint a 
principal and staff - all the 
work done is voluntary. 

The society offers an intro
ductory course which lasts 12 
weeks to one evening a week 
and if the person wants to 
continue the study there are a 
variety of additional courses. 

by Richard Cresswell 

These at present attract up to 
a 100 people. 

"Recently," said Mr 
Jackson, "numbers have 
risen dramatically, and we 
are considering expanding in
to other areas such as art and 
music. 

"There is no limit to the 
length of study possible. It is 
something you can carry on 
for as long as you wish.'' 

The building is impressive. 
Originally owned by the 
Salvation Army, it was 
designed by Stanley Fearn 
and in 1927 won the Architec
ture Society award. 

A walk inside down the 
naturally lit corridors past 
spacious rooms and well oiled 
wood panelling will show you 
why. 

"We are open to .the 
public," says Mr Jackson," 
inspite of early comments 

' 

which seemed to say we were 
a secret society.'' 

But its size is a financial 
burden. 

"We could only afford to 
buy it on special terms, which 
the Salvation Army gave us . 
It is a very much a hand to · 
mouth existence, and people 
attending the classes help 
maintain the building. 

Many of the rooms shows 
signs of redecorating or dis
repair and there is always 
work to be done, he says . 

Vases full of flowers stand 
in every room while madon
nas hang serenely from the 
walls dispelling the ominous 
exterior with their calmness. 

In the building centre is the 
main lecture room which is 
deathly quiet. 

"We hope to give people a 
better quality of life; help 
people find happiness. You 

come to understand yourself 
but in a natural way," he 
says. 

There is no single text, no 
single doctrine adopted in the 

. introductory classes that 
draw on everything from the 
Holy Bible, .and Plato. 

"It helps you become a 
more relaxed person," he 
adds. 

Mr Jackson has worked 
with the society for 12 years 
and is a secondary school 
teacher . 

"Before I did this course I 
was a lot more miserable than 
I am now ... but it is not for 
everyone. 

Some come and find it is 
not for them, but not many." 

"We are pleased with the 
numbers interested in the 
next introductory courses 

· ... word is obviously getting 
round ." 

Isolation units planned 
by Scott McOuade 

Although he has been in- A lack of immunity can be 
The new Wellington Child- volved in discussions about the consequence of a variety 

ren's Hospital will contain facilities for Aids victims the of diseases, and many pa
twice the present number of ' tients will benefit from the 
isolation units, Hospital the increase in the number of provision of isolation units, 
Board chief architect Rolland units available for isolation Mr Splite says. 
Splite says. of patients is merely a means Any increase in the num-

There are six units planned of improving available bers of Aids victims and its 
for the new hospital. facilities, Mr Splite says. spread to ~hildren might pro-

The increase is not a direct mpt the hospital to provide 
response to the growing num- ~ lot of people need pro- additional units. He says, 
ber of New Zealand Aids tect1on, apart from th?se who however, "it will happen 
cases but an improvement on have contracted Aids, he when the numbers start to 

"When there was an out
break of small-pox a few 
years ago we got special . 
facilties ready," said Mr 
Splite. 

He says he expects the ar
chitects, Cutter Pickmere 
Douglas, will have the plans 
finished by early October. 

"After that it is a political 
decision (whether or not the 
plans are approved)," he 
said . facilities that have been "a says. grow." 

little limited,'' said Mr Splite. ----------------------------------· "Aids has not reached 
children (in New Zealand) 
yet," he said. L However, Wellington grill drains the car-park. 

---------------------J Drivers get the hump 
Silence on Polhill' project 

A feasibilty study has just 
been completed o.n the Polhill 
Gully site in Aro Valley but 
university authorities are be
ing tightlipped on the out
come. 

"The study will have to be 
considered by the university 
union and council before its 
results can b·e released," said 
Ian Boyd, assistant to the .vice 
chancellor for buildings. 

"It is a huge project," he 
said. 

The proposal includes 
playing fields and related ser
vices, and involves slicing 
deep into a 30 hectare site in 
Polhill Gully itself, to remove 
soil and fill in the gully. · 

"The study being finished, 
we must now decide how to 
go ahead with it," said Mr 

by Richard Cresswell 

Boyd. 
But City Coun~il town 

planner Mr Brett McKay be
lieves the scheme could be 
"donkeys years away yet." 

"At the moment the land is 
designated by the planning 
tribunal for recreational pur
poses, so the university must 
submit a plan according to 
those requirements, which 
will be subject to comment 
and objections," he said. 

A similar proposal submit
ted three years ago was so 
strongly objected to, the plan 
was withdrawn. 

At an Aro Valley com
munity council meeting 
earlier this year, Mr Boyd 
said he was confident the 
plan would go ahead in some 

form or other, and with a 

minimum of disruption to the 
surrounding area. 

The community council, 
however are not so confident. 
"It will require earthworks 
on a scale similar to the Te 
Marua dam and we are op
posed to it," said chairperson 
Debbie Battell. 

"The students don't ap
preciate the impact of the 
work involved . . . for in
stance it will mean seven 
months bulldozing."· 

But university authorities 
claim there is a serious short
age of recreational space for 
the university. 

"There is a desperate need 
for the area," said Mr Boyd. 

*••·················· • * 
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by Jo Korent 

Brick planters and speed the street will help reduce Speed control humps, like 
humps are being built in Cor- speed . those in Hanson ~tree!, are 
omandel, Daniel and Owen Senior Traffic Engineer for going in Coromandel, Daniel 
Streets in an effort to slow the City Council Steve and Owen Streets within a 
the traffic down and add a bit Spence said "Constable few week, and there may be 
of colour to Newtown's Street has had 47 serious and further safety changes . 
streets. minor accidents over the last The kerb lines will be ex-

Some work is also propos- five years and that's a lot tended out at the three cross
ed for Mein Street as it is more than the majority of ings on Constable Street 
thoughtreducing road width main traffic routes have making. the crossings shorter 
and channeling traffic down had." and between each crossing 

------------------------- white park lines will be paint

Changes to Wallace Street . 
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"This should slow vehicles 

down and give them a guide 
as they pass through the 
street. They'll have the white 
left line, the centre line and 
the guide pass kerb line exten
sion," Mr Spence said. 

The scheme is similar to 
ones used in Mount Victoria 
and Berhampore but some 
Newtown residents would 
like to see traffic lights in
stalled on the corner of Con
stable and Daniel Streets in
stead . 
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published by the Wellington 
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Hughes, Scott McQuade~ Viv 
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Kate Drury, John Saunders, 
Edith Symes, David Brad
bury and John Saunders. 



Pacific Islanders meet 
to discuss concerns 

Newtown's Pacific Island
ers met to have their say at 
South Wellington Intermedi
ate recently. 

The meeting, organised by 
the Wellington City Council 
and the Wellington South 
Ministers' Association, was 
to find out what islanders had 
to say about Newtown and its 
future. 

Pacific Island Minister 
Reverend Kenape Faletoese 
said major concerns were 

over-crowded housing, lack 
of play grounds and the need 
for traffic lights on Constable 
Street. 

The 50 residents at the 
meeting decided to appoint 
representatives to join the 
Newtown Residents' Associ
ation and work together on 
future issues affecting the 
area. 

Reverend Faletoese said a 
large number of people were 
being forced to move to 
Porirua because of the poor 
housing situation in 
Newtown. 

"People are being ripped 
from the church. Islanders 
were the first settlers in 
Newtown and. I fear a big 
disaster if this goes on 
because the European people 
with their power, authority 

by Jo Korent 

and money will force us 
out," he said. 

He gave Ponsonby, Auck
land, as an example of a 
European take over. 

Accidents 
The subject about which 

islanders spoke longest and 
clearest, was Constable 
Street. 

With 47 accidents over the 
last · five years people felt 
there was a strong case for 
traffic lights to be installed 
on the corner of Constable 
and Daniel Streets. 

"More children will be kill
ed if this is not in future 
plans," Reverend Faletoese 
said. 

But the council's senior 
traffic engineer, Steve 
Spence, said -that at present 
there were no plans for the in
stallation of more traffic 
lights in Newtown. 

He said the Neighbour
hood Improvement Area 
scheme is a three-year pro
ject. Its aim is to make Con
stable and linking streets 
safer. 

He said moves to make 
Constable and linking streets 
safer were already underway 
as part of a Neighbourhood 
Improvement Area scheme. 

Assistant health nurse Sina 

Talaomanga said there were 
too few "green-places" in 
Newtown where children 
could play safely in the fresh 
air. 

She said she was also con
cerned with the lack of ac
commodation for street kids 
and wondered if the city 
council could house them. 

The Pacific Island Pres
byterian Minister, Reverend 
Jimmy Kiriau, agreed and 
said the land behind the 
library,. ear-marked for a car 
park, could be used instead 
for a childrens park. 

"We really should be 
thinking of the needs of peo
ple rather than cars. We 
could encourage people to 
leave their cars at home and 
take buses," he said. 

Newtown Planning Com, 
mittee Chairman Terry 
McDavitt said: "In the last 20 
years the council has learnt 
not to plan from the top 
down but from the bottom 
up and it wants to know what 
the community wants to 
change and what it wants to 
keep." 

He said "Newtown's spec
ialness is its rich cultural 
groups and the council wants 
to listen to each of these 
groups, and identify the con
cerns of Newtown." 

The effects of the egg on the other organs can be seen in this x-ray of a Kiwi. 
(Courtesy of Otorohanga Kiwi Home). 

iwis bred success! ully 
at Wellington Zoo 

If you think human preg
nancy is uncomfortable, 
spare a thought for the kiwi. 

Carrying · an egg contorts 
her body and squeezes her in
testines so that in the final 

by Liz Hughes 

stages she is unable to eat. 
However, when the egg is 

laid it's the male whQ takes 
over the incubation while she 
recovers - kiwi men have a 
lot to learn from their name-

strips of meat disguised as 
worms. 

Off-street par king • lsakes. Bush males often go 

Options ~itt:~e~tf~~~ie~irrJ~~o
7
~a~~~~ 

At the Wellington Zoo the 
males are fed during this 

The kiwis are fairly highly 
developed when they are hat
ched and able to fossick for 
themselves but it's another 
two years before they're 
mature. 

They have a long life-span 
of about 20 years, but one in 
Waikanae is 25 years old. 

by John Saunders 

Controversial off-street 
parking ideas were dicussed 
at the recent Newtown Busi
nessmen's Association an
nual meeting. 

Better pedestrian facilties 
and reduced parking time li
mits were also on the agenda. 

were at discussion stage only 
and did not have the backing 
of the council. 

But the plans were a start, 
and would enable discussions 
to get off first base, Mr 
Spence said. 

"The only other option is 
the stagnation of Newtown 
while other centres go for
ward." 

Rejuvenate 

City Coundi traffic en
gineer Mr Steve Spence and 
town planner Mr Brett Mc
Kay in presenting the op
tions, emphasised that they Mr Spence and Mr McKay 

presented a comprehensive 
--------------,1 package designed to rejuven
' ate the Newtown shopping 

WANTED 

clean 
flagons 

TRAMWAY HOTEL 
114 ADELA.IDE ROAD 

scene. 
Top of the list is the pro

posal for a car park running 
between Mein, Green and 
Wilson Streets. 

The purchase of 50 houses 
-in the area (at a cost of $4.9 
million) would mean 1)5 car
parks, Mr McKay said. 

Alternatively, seven houses 
($1.1 million) could provide 
85 carparks, in a scaled down 
parking plan. 

Mr Spence accepts that 
consensus on this option is 
unlikely. The Newtown 
Residents Association is 
known to oppose the pro
posal. 

Another parking option 
"pepperpotting" ( converting 
a series of properties into 
small-capacity parks) could 
provide up to 140 parks over 
the seven sites which might be 
available. 

Both options may require a 
reversal of a council policy 
stipulating the provision of 
one carpark for every 50 
square feet of commercial 
floorspace,. 

Changes in peak-hour 
parking restrictions wa\ 
another of the ideas 
presented. 

The smooth flow of traffic 
along Riddiford St was essen
tial to both its commercial 
and major arterial route 
functions, Mr Spence said. 

Clearway restrictions 
(7-9am and 4-6pm) along 
Riddiford St from John St to 
Russell Terrace, could be 
modified if the new deal goes 
ahead. 

The reduction of parking 
time limits from 30 to 15 
-minutes in the Riddiford St 
shopping area was suggested 
as a means of overcoming the 
shortage of short-term park
ing. 

In addition, imposing 60-
minute parking restrictions at 
the Riddiford St end of near
by side streets (Green, Wilson 
and Constable Streets) could 
also create extra parking, Mr 
Spence said. 

Hu1~1E. isl RTH ASS'l\i 
lcome along to informal 
coffee morning. 
,oam, Tues, Oct 22 
Phone Joy Telford 

844137 for details. 

time. The zoo has had good 
results with hatching kiwis 
and the young one pictured is 
the fifth this year. 

The young kiwis are not 
very active at first. They are 
hatched with a bellyfull of 
yolk and it's several weeks 
before they feel like eating. 

Then it's straight on to an 
adult diet - porridge and 

Zoo keeper Ron Gouds
waard enjoys looking after 
the birds, but although he's 
fond of the kiwis, they hold 
no such affection for him. 

Since 1981 23 kiwis have 
been hatched at the zoo, and 
they're always in demand 
from other zoos throughout 
the world. 

Stilts survive 
An Eketahuna farmer's 

thoughfulness saved 12 baby 
pied stilts from being plough
ed in. 

Three nests containing four 
eggs each were collected by 
Mount Bruce staff and tran
sported to Wellington Zoo in 
a portable incubator where 
they were hatched. 

Keeper Ron Goudswaard 
said since they've hatched 
1 hey've had a one track mind 
- food; and they're pretty 
noisy too. 

The -zoo is pleased to get 
the stilts, after all they're on 
the zoo badge. 

They enjoy a spot of sun
bathing in the afternoon and 
when they're about a month 
old they'll have their feathers 
and will stay outside. 

The stilts are black and 
:,vhite in colour, with red legs 
and a red beak by the time 
they're a year old. 

The pied stilt is found in 
estuaries and marshlands. 

~SHLEIGH COURT PHA CYi 
NEVILLE PARTRIDGE. M.P .S 

The Pharmacy 
That's Big on 

• Service with a Smile 
• Variety of Stock . 

Lychgate Centre 
'\. 

100 Riddiford Street, Newtown 
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Former architect builds 
housing photo history 

Chances are that while 
strolling around Newtown, 
Mt Victoria or maybe up Aro 
Street, you have paused to 
admire an old house and 
ponder its history. 

by Jackie Romanovsky 

At that time he was enjoy
ing doing a number of wood 
engravings, having learnt the 
skill from the then Director 
of the National Art Gallery, 
Stewart MacLennan. 

others were so interested in 
the work he was doing. 

In 1969 he joined the Wel
lington Regional Committee 
of the Historic Places Trust. 
They quickly recognised the 
value of his contribution and 
engaged him in photograph
ing around town for them. 

One man who knows and 
cares more about these old 
Wellington buildings than 
most, is Charles Fearnley of 
Karepa St, Brooklyn. 

Since the 1960's this well
known architect, historian, 
photographer and author of 
five books has been racing 
against time and the bull
dozer to record these ex
amples of early architecture. 

One day during a howling 
Wellington gale he was drink
ing coffee over breakfast at a 
neighbour's · house . high on 
the hills above Aro Valley, 
when a plate-glass window 
blew in and severely cut the 
nerve in his arm. He lost part 
use of his hand and could no 
longer do engraving, so he 
turned instead to photo
graphy. 

Several successful exhibi
tions later, he began working 
in earnest on the text of 
"Vintage Wellington". 

Also gone are these Hopper Street houses with their distinctive gables and bay win
dows. 

"It's the little man's build
ing, the whole atmosphere of 
these small, simple structures 
that appeals to me most," he 
says. 

In fact several of the New
town houses, and others 
around Wellington which 
featured in his 1970 pictorial 
book "Vintage Wellington", 
have since been demolished. 

At present he is trying to 
find a sponsor so he can keep 
on recording. 

"I'd like to be able to do 
some of those wonderful little 
towns near New Plymouth. 
Towns that are not very im
portant within themselves but · 
which don't get the attention 
they deserve". 

Meanwhile he has been 
photographing old houses in 
an area of Petone soon due 
for demolition. 

Engravings 
Buildings have always 

fascinated Charles Fearnley. 
He began practising as an 

architect in 1943, but his in
terest in architectural photo
graphy dates back only to the 
1960's. 

Before long his interest in it 
grew beyond that of a hobby, 
and he became a regular con
tributor of photographic ar
ticles to the NZ Institute of 
Architects Journal. 

He admits, in characterist
ically self-effacing manner, 
that he was quite surprised to 
find that architects and 

Hard work 
"In a way being an ar

chitect was for me a long ap
prenticeship to being an ar
chitectural photographer. 
While I enjoyed my housing 
practice, I found every aspect 
of it hard work; whereas 
writing and photography 
came relatively easily to me,'' 
he says. 

You get the feeling when 
talking to him that nothing 
gives him more pleasure than 

A traditional little house in Fernhill Terrace. Such 
simple buildings were typical of vintage Wellington and 
often housed the poorer folk. 

sharing his immense know- · 
ledge and enthusiasm with 
others. 

WEA invited him to give a 
series of lectures in the 1970's 
and doubtless his pupils will 
not readily forget their walks 
through Wellington's streets, 
or the commentary along the 
way about features of histori
cal interests. 

"I once took a group up 
Cuba Street and they were 
amazed! They said they'd 
been walking there for years 
and had never noticed a 
thing!" he says with obvious 
satisfaction. 

Those who appreciated 
Charles Fearnley's most re
cent publication, "Early 
Wellington Churches", will 
be pleased to learn that 
another is due out next year 
entitled "Art and Architec
ture of NZ Churches". He 
has researched the book met
iculously to make sure of its 
historical accuracy, going 
back to actual parish meet
ings records. 

It promises to be an impor
tant and authoritative docu
ment. 

No longer there, numbers 80 and 81 Kent Terrace. It 
is houses like these that Ch.arles Fearnley records before 

they quietly disappear and are forgotten. 

Adults, come · back to school! 
"Come join us" is Wel

lington High School's mes
sage to adults considering a 
return to day classes. 

Whether you are thinking 
of full-time or part-time 
stt1dy, just phone the guid
ance counsellors at 858911 
x85. They will be happy to 
help you choose your sub
jects and the appropriate 
level of study. 

Principal Turoa Royal, 
says he's always keen to en
courage adults into the day 
school. 

"They bring experience 
and maturity with them 
which has very positive 
spinoffs for our teenagers," 
he says. 

Wellington High appears 
to be doing its best to cater 
for the adult student's every 
need. A creche has recently 
opened on campus and its 
supervisor, Judy Broughton, 
takes care of children during 
the day, for a fee of $70 a 
week. (There's also an hourly 
rate and, for those who are 
eligible, an $18.70 Social 
Welfare child care subsidy.) 

Get in touch with her soon 
if you want to be assured of a 
place for your child next 
year. 

There is also a common 
room available exclusively for 
adults in one of the school's 
new prefabs. 

"Come join us" - but a 
word of warning before you 
do from those who've already 
taken the plunge - put plen
ty of money aside first. 

As an adult student you are 
only entitled to the $30 a 
week Emergency Unemploy
ment Benefit, and that's only 
if you're a full-timer and not 
on the DPB. You cannot earn 
more than $25 a week on top 
of this amount, although 
word has it this might be in
creased next year. 

Adult students say it is 
small wonder there's such a 
high drop-out rate. Of the 80 
who enrolled when classes 
began back in February, only 
30 have stayed the course. 

"It's a continual battle 
balancing household respon
sibliities, job, school life, 
homework and leisure activi
ties," admits 32-year-old 
Margaret. 

But she says it has been 
worth the struggle to stay in a 
school she finds so interesting 
and enriching because of its 
cultural diversity. 
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by Jackie Romanovsky 

Margaret is studying for and paying the mortgage, 
School Certificate in accoun- Margaret considers herself 
ting, economics, maths and luckier than most adult stu
English with the hope of get- dents, b·ecause she receives 
ting into Polytech's business $60 aweek. 
administration course next "Social Welfare sees me as 
year. a special case because my 

Although she finds it very outgoings are higher than 
difficult supporting herself most. But I had to go 

Reach Your Educational 
Goal1 Rt The 

Wellington High School 

Rdult:J In Day Cla11er 

through extreme hassles to 
get the extra, and I'm not 
sure whether others would go 
to those lengths," she says. 

Margaret has written two 
letters to the Labour Depart
ment this year, trying to con
vince them that adults who 
have been unemployed prior 
to becoming students shou"ld 
be considered and paid the 
same as those on job skills 
and training programmes. 

She argues that if unem
ployed people can get $100 
and more improving their 
work skills and eventual job 
prospects, then adult stu
dents should be paid the same 
since they're also aiming for 
better qualifications to 
enhance their employment 
opportunities . 

Rachel, another student 
who hopes one day to be a 
registered nurse, points out 
that many adults are unem
ployed before coming back to 
school, and find it hard los
ing the dole when they 
become full-timers. 

"It's crazy," she says. 
"You get $80 on the dole 
while you're looking for a 
job, but what incentives are 
there for some0ne who's try
ing to get the necessary 

qualifications for a good 
job?" 

Rachel tried for UE last 
year while working at the 
Mary Potter Hospice, but 
found it impossible to cope 
combining study and nurse
aiding. 

"It was really draining try
ing to fit school work in 
around night shifts, so in the 
end I decided instead to try 
again as a full-timer this 
year." 

This time round Rachel has 
lasted the distance, and 
despite the financial strain 
she recommends other adults 
should "go for it". She says 
the camaraderie that exists 
among adult students is ter
rific. 

"We're not at all com
petitive. We compare notes 
and exchange folders and 
generally prop each other up. 
I guess it's because we 
understand the sacrifices 
we're all making to be here," 
Rachel says. She adds with 
enthusiasm: "Once adults are 
back at school, they really 
surprise themselves by what 
they can do. Perhaps it's be
cause we've experienced life 
that we can really relate to the 
things that are being taught." 



Living in Newtown 

--•-~~* ~, . .,.,, 

.,. . 
. ti 

-

Flat, grimy and changeless was how Wellington journalist and author Robin Hyde described Newtown in her 
1938 autobiographical novel, "The Godwits Fly" - a description residents of Wellington who only drive 
through Newtown on the way to the airport might still agree with. Yet people who live there find it a diverse and 
vibrant suburb. Perhaps they look at the characters in their shops rather than the buildings. Messenger in
troduces some of these people. (Photos by David Bradbury). 

KEVIN LOADER will be retiring as soon as he sells 
his mens' outfitters store. He opened shop in December 
1958 and worked seven days a week and whatever hours 
suited him. "You had to be a jack of all trades in those 
days;• he says. "Now I've built up ~ome longstanding 
customers, I'm resting on my laurels," he jokes. 

A baker in Auckland liked TYRONE YEE's looks 
and offered him a apprenticeship in baking. Three years 
later he returned to his native Wellington and opened La 
Patisserie bakery in Riddiford Street. His working day 
begins at three in the morning and he finishes about mid 
•day. "Baking can be monotonous," he says, "especial-· 
ly when you're doing a thousand French sticks. At other 
times you have three different batches of patissere go
ing, you're_ thinking ahead and making sure you don't 
lose anything. I bake for the love of it.'' 

A visitor from India RUJU PA TEL is staying with 
the owner of Newtown's central dairy, VALLABH 
NARSAI. In New Zeafand for a year he says its good 
being here but very cold. VALLABH NARSAI was 
born in New Zealand and worked in the Post Office 
before opening the dairy three years ago. "I quite enjoy 
it;• he says "it's like any other normal job, you've got to 
enjoy it." 

The owners of Fiona Hairstylists, on the corner of 
Riddiford and Rintoul Streets, came to New Zealand in 
1979 from Vietnam. NU THI TRAN and her husband 
were chosen by immigration authorities as suitable to 
come to New Zealand. Six years ont5he says, "we like it 
here very much". 
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Astrology charts may help_J,- Wellington Ea~t 
"----to achieve full potential 60th Anniversary 

by Scott McOuade by Kate Drury 

If you feel you may not be 
achieving your full potential 
an Island Bay service may be 
the answer to your problems. 

The Human Potential 
Consulting Service in Valley 
Street is • run by trained 
psychologist John Warren, 
and offers people the. chance 
to discover their hidden 
abilities through an analysis 
of their astrological star 
chart. 

All customers need to do is 
supply details of the time and 
date of their birth. 

Warren and his team of 
helpers will then draw up a 
star chart and he will analyse · 

it for $15 an hour ~ 
He says it will help people 

d4scover their hidden abilities 
as well as any problems that 
may be blocking their per
sonal development. 

Warren says that a per
sonal interview with the 
customer is of more value 
than an anonymous analysis 
of a star chart. 

"It is a lot better if people 
come to see me so I know 
what is of concern to them 
and we can get straight to the 
point," he says . 

While some people opt for 
an anonvmous chart reading 
that can take up to three 

hours, Warren says he can 
complete a satisfactory face
to-face interview in much less 
time, and so save the 
customer money. 

It is in an interview situa
tion that Warren can blend 
his psychology background 
with his astrological abilities. 

Warrens became interested 
in astrology after leaving his 
six-year job as an educational 
psychologist. 

"I became interested in a 
more spiritual way of life," 
he says. 

He was trained in astrology 
by a friend and found he has 
a natural ability, he says. 

But he finds the two discip
lines do not cancel each other 
out. 

''The two are very good to
gether," he says. 

The analysis sessions, using 
his psychology training, are 
obviously an important part 
of the service for Warren. 

"People who come to me 
are often on a spiritual 
quest," he says. 

"They feel some purpose, 
or something that needs to be 
fulfilled, in their life." 

"I often act as a catalyst to 
bring out what is really 
bothering a person," he says. 

Wellington East Girls' Col
lege celebrated its 60th an
niversary over the weekend 
September 20-22 and one old 
girl travelled from New York 
just for the occasion. 
Treasurer of the Old Girls' 
Association Christine Mar
sh all said 800 people 
registered for the diamond 
jubilee with some women 
travelling from as far away as 
Australia and the United 
States. 

Celebrations began on Fri
day night with a cocktail 
evening at the Overseas Ter
minal followed by an open 
day at the school on Satur-

day. 
"On Saturday people 

mainly-talked and caught up, 
that's what they wanted to 
do," Christine said. 

A church service was held 
on Sunday at 11 .30 am to 
wind up the weekend of 
celebrations. 

The Minister of Education 
Russell Marshall opened the 
school's new science block of 
six laboratories on September 
19, just before the celebra
tions. 

"It wasn't planned to run 
in conjunction with the cele
brations, it just happened 
that way," Christine said. 

National week of 
community learning 

by Kate Drury 

I Back-up 
for sufferers 

By Edith Symes 
Is your back a pain in the 

neck? If so, the Back and 
Neck Self Help Support 
Group could be for you. 

'Aro St, safe place for 
children and shoppers? 

Newtown's business dis
trict was the scene of displays 
and posters from September 
16-21 promoting a national 
week of community learning. 

The Newtown health and 
community centre got right 
behind efforts to promote the 
week of "consciousness rais
ing" · with displays and charts 
in a local bank, library and 
shopping malls. 

"We wanted to bring out 
the fact that services such as 
health and community cen
tres are avaitable to the com
munity free or low cost and 
they are there for their use," 
organiser Mairie Lauchland 

d3 

said . 
Displays included charts of 

electoral rights and library 
services. 

"It spurred a lot of in
terest. We've had quite a bit 
of feedback from people in
terested in various services 
offered in the display," 
Mairie said. 

Continuing Education 
Centre spokeswoman Jan 
Blayney said the promotional 
week was part of a nation 
wide campaign to "encour

. age people to do different 
things and to promote com
munity education.'' 

It's a voluntary; organisa
tion, which was set up in May 
1984, for people with chronic 
back or neck pain to share ex
periences and gain support. 

The current philosophy of 
the group is simply that self
help is basic to back and neck 
care. They meet to help them
selves better become educat
ed about the spine, and to 
discuss preventive techniques 
like correct posture and lift
ing. 

Meetings take place on the 
last Saturday of every month 
(2pm) at 72 Taranaki Street. 
Enquiries to the YWCA, Ph 
850-505. 

A new planting and road
ing programme in Aro Street 
should make the area safer 
for children and shoppers. 

The scheme is a test to see 
if other areas in Wellington 
could benefit from the 
scheme. 

The result of teamwork be
tween the Aro Valley Com
munity Council and City 
Council, it will include "gate
way planters" - planted 
brick areas, which will pro
trude into the road to slow 
traffic down. 

by Richard Cresswe!! 

The bus stop will be moved 
away from the pedestrian 
crossing outside the Post Of
fice. 

City Council transport 
committee member Rosslyn 
Noonan said, "the gateway 
planters will narrow the road 
at each end of the shopping 
area and make it safer for 
everyone." 

The safety problem has be
come so serious concerned 
parents are now organising 
their own school patrols to 
guide children safely across 

the pedestrian crossing. 

The planters should help 
make the Aro Valley area a 
safer place, said Cr Noonan, 
and the council will have the 
road specially sealed to draw 
attention to the dangds in 
the area. 

This 1s the first time 
planters have been used on a 
main arterial route and it 
could be a blueprint for fur
ther schemes in Wellington, 
she said. 

~MAJORIBAf':KS ST 

(Under new management) 

"/\RTH.UR WHALE YOUR HOST'' 

-= A-WIDE SELECTION OF FRESH 
AND COOKED MEATS --

1~ DELIVERY SERl,'ICE ALSO OPERATE·s 

phoTJe 848-398_ 
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Fijian girl portrayed as a "noble savage" by early 20th century photographers. 

Is seeing really 
believing? 

Photos are rarely objec
tive. 

From a professional photo
grapher carefully posing a 
politician's press photo to a 
street scene where a burnt
out building is used to convey 
a certain message, the people 
in photos are fictions. 

The man who mounted the 
"Posing a Threat" photo ex
hibition at the National Art 
Gallery, trainee curator 
Robert Leonard, set out to 
make people aware of the 
contrived nature of photos. 

"The title of the exhibi
tion, Posing a Threat is both 
a pun on a photographer pos
ing a subject and the threat a 
photo poses to people who 
assume it is an accurate repre
sentation of reality," said Mr 
Leonard. 

Peter Preyer's photo of 
Christine Mathieson evokes 
images of an execution. She is 
dressed in a black dress and 
shown against an uneven 
white wall. Her brow is creas
ed, her black hair twisted 
away from her face. 

by David Bradbury 

Photographs in the exhibi- · 
tion are arranged in groups. 
Glen Busch's photo of a 
worker in a foundry and 
Christine Lloyd-Fitt's photo 
of a prostitute both show 
people in their working en
vironment. 

"I want to get people 
thinking about how they are 
both posed; the woman lean
ing against the doors possibly 
with her hands on the door 
knobs her legs crossed, the 
man standing legs astride. 

Also the way the photo
graphers have used the sur
roundings to create different 
images. 

Another group of photos· 
depict Polynesian people, 
past and present. In keeping 
with 19-century society's ex-

pectations and the photo
grapher's fantasies they are 
seen as noble savages. The 
women as erotic and 
available. 

"It is not reality, it is fic
tion," said Mr Leonard. 

"A problem with the show 
is that some visitors have 
come to me and said: 'we like 
all the photos of the different 
people'. Perhaps the exhibi
tion isn't succeeding. I'm not 
interested in the humanity of 
the subjects, rather the way 
they are portrayed." 

Another threat photos 
pose is that they may depict 
people accurately - tired, 
windblown and aged. Mr 
Leonard refused to have his 
photo taken for the article 
because of this threat. 

Sound of music 
from local caf e 

Mount Victoria's Cross- the past, and they have some
ways community cafe will be thing different every time. 
alive with the sound of music Last year the Maori drama 
on November 7. group Te Ohu Whakaari per-

Yet people who kno.w r------------------------------------""'IChristine Mathieson have The local resident's formed and in 1983 Grant 
association is planning a Tilly gave a series of readings 
cushion concert featuring from Chaucer'.s Tales. ocal co-op plans 

rganic exports 
A local co-operative may 

move into the exporting 
business soon following a re
quest from an Australian 
company. 

The Organic Co-operative 
in Arthur Street may e~port 
organic. flour. 

Co-op worker Tim Mui
cock says the Australian 
organic wheat market is 
"sewn-up" and so the com
pany is looking to New Zea
land for supplies. 

He thinks the current ex
change rates could be a fur
ther incentive. 

For the past six months the 
co-op has been milling flour 
from organically grown 
wheat and rye. 

Tim Mulcock says the co
op is cautious about the 
Australian offer. 

"We don't want to rush in
to it and exhaust ourselves," 
he says. 

The co-op is determined to 

by Scott McOuade 
keep the inti,:rests of its more 
than 600 members as its 
greatest priority, so any ex
port orders may have to wait 
a while, he says. 

The export order may 
hasten the building of a sep
arate milling room, however. 

"This may be a big source 
of income for us in 1986," he 
says. 

The Australian company 

requested a large number of 
different foods. 

"The usual range you 
would expect to find in a 
health food shop,'' he says. 

But at this stage the co-op 
is only interested in exporting 
o.rganic flour. 

'.'We ha•1e other priorities 
at this stage. We will look i~ 
to exporting other products 
in the future,'' he says. 

Mt Victoria 
celebrates with 
week long f es ti val 

It's festival week in Mt Vic
toria from November 1 to 9 
and Crossways management 
committee will start the ball 
rolling by cooking dinner at 
Crossways on November I. 

Crossways is the venue for 
a jazz concert at 2.30 pm on 

November 3. 
And on November 7 a 

cushion concert featuring two 
guitarists and a flautist will be 
held at 8 pm. 

The week will finish with a 
fair at Clyde Quay school 
starting at 9 am, Saturday, 
November 9. 

Art gallery for Newtown 

Art For Arts Sake is open
ing in Adelaide Road, and the 
distinctive burgundy brick 
building will house the big
gest range of commercial pic
tures in New Zealand. 

Not only will there be 1000 
different pictures to choose 
from, but the entire · third 
floor is being transformed in
to an interior decorating 
showroom where the cus
tomer co-ordinates a picture 
to the particular decor in 
mind, whether it's for the 
home, office or business. 

It's what owner Michael 
Ogilvie-Lee calls a "working 

by Edith Symes 

gallery''. 
A picture. or its frame can 

be changed to suit the pre
selected painted wall panels, 
the carpet or the drapes - all 
within five or ten minutes 
while. the customer ponders 
the effect over a cup of cof
fee. 

The gallery, converted 
from an old confectionery 
factory, covers 290 square 
metres and is the biggest of 
Michael's four businesses (all 
bearing the same name) in 
Wellington. 

He hopes to move into 
high quality mirror framing, 

then into publishing silk 
screens and graphics. 

There's a demand for good 
art presentation in New 
Zealand, he says. "Our 
galleries are every bit as up
to-date as, if not ahead of, 
our American and English 
counterparts. 

He believes people buy 
what they like more freely 
now, according to personal 
taste, rather than conforming 
to old patterns of art decor as 
in the 60s and 70s. 

The graphic market has 
done that, he says. "People 
can get away with a lot more 
nowadays." 

trouble recognising her from 
this photo. Normally a lively 
vibrant woman the photo
grapher has created this im
age by posing her in a certain 
way and using pictorial 
devices we read as symbols 
for anxiety. 

Michael Calvert and Mike Tickets are available on 
Rose on guitar, and Dick Friday nights from Cross-
Giese, a flautist with the ways, which is on the corner 
Symphony Orchestra. of Brougham and Elizabeth 

Organiser Keith O'Neill S-treets . 
says it's a yearly event which They're seven dollars each 
has proved very popular in . and su_p_per is provided. 

ARO STREET 
e·uT·cH·ERY 
OPEN lJ1\ITIL S1X EVERY. NIGHT 

Our Own· Home 
Smoked & Cured Bacon & Ham 

OUR OWN .SMALLGOODS 

THIS WEEKS SPECIALS: 

No 4 CHICKENS(FRESH) 

RUMP STEAK 

PICKLED PORK 

~f"IW 

$3.99ea 

~6.25kg 

$4.95 

Hours 7 am -6pm · Mon-Fra 
9am-12 Sat 

Telephone Ord·ers Taken ~\) 
. ~\rr- i ~ 

Phone: 848 2·23,&./J ~ ~ ,t '~)
1 ,,?JP- . ...,~~' i 1 

EVEN YOUR DOG WI LL 7, ~ a,9',.F-:1)( 
FIND .WHAT SHE WANTS AT _ A 

ARO STREET ·i\ ) 

BUTCHERY 
Bankcard and Visa welcome 



From Polytech 
to Pakistan 

by Sarah Fraser 

Bandaging a patient's leg 
in a tent on the Pakistan 
border while five of his rela
tives watch isn't what a Well-· 
ington Polytech tutor would! 
expect in a normal day's 
work. 

But for Chris Ives, a part
time nursing tutor, this was 
her life for three weeks 
recently. 

She, along with four other 
New Zealand nurses, went to 
set up an emergency hospital 
near Peshawar, Pakistan of 
the Afghanistan border. 

The went in response to a 
call from the International 
Red Cross, and they worked 
with a Danish surgical team. 

Since Russia invaded 
Afghanistan five years ago, 
there has been continual war, 
and all the hospital's patients 
were Afghan refugees injured 
in the resistance fighting. 

The emergency hospital 
was set up as the 100 bed Red 
Cross hospital in nearby 
Peshawar was having to pitch 
tents in the hospital com
pound to cope with the 
overflow of patients. 

So equipment to set up a 
temporary 50 bed hospital 
was flown in from Norway. 

Boxes 

Chris Ives said it all arrived 
in boxes, each with a dif
ferent colour code, and they 
had to unpack it all. "l still 
dream about boxes!" she 
laughed. 

Once it was all unpacked 
they began building the can
vas hospital. The tents had 
had to set up in 48 hours and 
the first war casualties arrived 
soon afterwards. 

Chris said they would start 
work at 5.30 am and work 
through to 8 pm. They were 
working in 45 degree heat, 
but she said they didn't think 
about it. "At the time we just 
did it". 

The ground was incredibly 
hard and they had to dig 
latrines, which she said was 
very difficult. 

The field hospital's water 
supply came from the existing 
hospital in Peshawar and 
work is underway to provide 
a permanent water and power 
supply. 

The hospital was near the 
border and most of the pat
ients were brought across the 
border, either by ambulance 
or with relatives. 

Amputations 

Chris said they mostly 
dealt with mine injuries, 
where people had their legs or 
arms blown off after stepping 
on land mines. 

The surgical team would 
often have to amputate the 
affected limb, but Chris said 
there was a very good rehab
ilitation service at the 
paraplegic hospital in 
Peshawar. 

There were casualties com
ing in every day, and nearly 
always each patient would be 
accompanied by as many as 
five male relatives. 

Generally the patients 
morale was great, "I think 
they had God on their side", 
Chris said. 

The Afghans prayed to 
Allah five times a day, and 
she said even the wounded 
were in good spirits, as fight
ing the Russians was regarded 
as an honourable thing to do. 

"l was really impressed 
with the care, they always 
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brought their relatives with 
them." 

The women stayed at 
home, but she said the men 
always came and they would 
help the staff. Local nurses 
were employed who spoke 
Pashtu, the dialect spoken by 
the refugees. 

Language 
Chris said altHough she 

didn't speak the language, 
she did not have many pro
blems. "You picked up a few 
works such as 'pain' and 
'hungry', and used sign 
language a lot". 

The hospital will be 
dismantled in November as 
the fighting stops 'then 
because it gets too cold. 
Philippa Parker from New 
Plymouth is the head nurse of 
the hospital until November. 

This was not Chris Ives's 
first time nursing overseas, 
she has also worked in 
Malaysia. 

Her final thoughts: "War 
is terrible - nobody would 
publish what we saw.'' 

"Their great spirits was the 
thing I remember. Despite 
their disabilities they just got 
better because they had 
something better to go to". 

ABOVE: Patients from the 
over-full Peshawar Hospital 

, were shifted in trucks to the 
' temporary hospital-

LEFT: Setting up the beds 
and tents for the sick wards 
(Chris Ives in left fore
ground). 

BELOW LEFT: The first 
surgical operation in the 
operation tent of the .field 
hospital. Swedish Red Cross 
surgeon Hans Sannegard in 
action. 

LUXFOR·os 
MASTER BUTCHER 

Home Freezer Packs 
Quality _meat 

at prices 
you can afford. 

Packed and 
delivered free. 

193 Riddiford St 
NEWTOWN. PH: 899-980 

SUPPLIERS TO WELLINGTON POLYTECH 


